
nis, a microbiologist  with a PhD in biochemistry and 
president or offi cer of several of the largest antifl uo-
ridationist organizations in the US (National Health 
Foundation, Health Action Magazine, etc.).  Dr. Yia-
mouyiannis made his presentation to the obvious ap-
proval of the signifi cant majority of those present. He 
rattled off a laundry list of standard antifl uoridationist 
claims: fl uoride is an active ingredient in rat poison, it 
rusts pipes in homes, damages kidneys, causes glau-
coma, etc.

Each of these charges would have taken 15 to 20 
minutes to rebut using the scientifi c literature, but Dr. 
Yiamouyiannis was a polished orator, speaking for 
impact to a supportive audience. He rattled off these 
claims, and several more, in less than 10 minutes to the 
obvious approval of the majority in the room. When 
Dr. Yiamouyiannis fi nished, the council president ac-
knowledged that we were there representing the health 
department.  The health department rep, who was even 
younger than I, stood and asked a question, challeng-
ing one of his points.  

Dr. Yiamouyiannis stood and paused, gazing in-
tently at this intense young lady and said “How old are 
you and what’s your academic background” 

The question startled her, and, in an obviously 
fl ustered tone, she replied “26 (years old), and I have 
a Master’s Degree in public health.” Dr. Yiamouyian-
nis, who looked to be in his early 60s, spoke slowly, as 
he wearily nodded his head, looking like he had just 
heard some nonsense from a fi ve-year-old. 

Finally, with a resigned look, he said, “Oh. No 
wonder you’d ask that question. You see, I have a doc-
torate (emphasized) in microbiology. Rather than take 
these good people’s time instructing you, I’d be glad to 
meet with you after this meeting to explain the scien-
tifi c details.”

She was so fl ustered; she just sat down to the mur-
murs of approval from the audience.  To my everlast-
ing regret, I remained silently seated, not being willing 
to suffer the same fate as my colleague. Not surpris-
ingly, Versailles voted against fl uoridation, as Tipp 
had also done, In fact, it wasn’t until our new Tipp/
Vandalia water treatment plant went on line that Tipp 
fi nally became fl uoridated in November 2007.
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By Mike Woody
Gazette Writer

On his journey through the world 
of comedy, Jeff Allen has traveled 
two very different paths, the only 
parallel being his desire to make 
people laugh. 

Saved from a self-destructive 
track, he now travels a much smooth-
er highway, with an upcoming stop 
at The Avenue at Ginghamsburg 
United Methodist Church, April 30.

Allen, a professional comedian 
for over 30 years, travels the coun-
try entertaining audiences with his 
observational humor. He abandoned 
the comedy club circuit in favor of 
churches, presenting an act that 
not only tickles the funny bone but 
moves the heart through its inspira-
tional message of faith.

Drugs And Alcohol
When the Chicago native fi rst 

began touring the clubs, he was 
abusing drugs and alcohol. His ad-
dictions reached the point where 
they threatened his marriage, lead-
ing him to seek help. It was in Al-
coholics Anonymous that Allen fi rst 
felt the hand of God.

“I was raised by atheists and was 
a non-believer, but I’ve been follow-
ing the path now for 13 years,” the 
comic said.

Faith not only saved his personal 
relationships, it also detoured his 
career. Allen cleaned up his act and 
targeted a new audience as he grew 

less comfortable 
with the club 
scene. 

“I got older, 
and the club au-
diences didn’t. I 
felt like I wanted 
to lecture them 
(and) say ‘why 
are you out so late? You should be 
eating better,’” laughed Allen.

But the club circuit had its ben-
efi ts, and Allen is thankful the 
late-night venues and unforgiving  
audiences forced him to sharpen his 
comedic skills. Today, those skills 
are directed primarily at church 
crowds. Allen appreciates the longer 
attention span of those audiences 
and having the time to truly be a sto-
ry-teller, as compared to the clubs, 
where laughs must be constant.

“Audiences at church are used 
to having a person speak to them. 
They also understand the English 
language, and they don’t heckle me.”

Allen’s descibes his act as obser-
vational humor, with his family as a 
major source of material. 

“People ask, ‘What did you 
do before your wife and kids?’ I 
starved,” he jokes.

Though more effort is required to 
create a family-friendly routine, Al-
len feels the rewards are also great-
er, based on the positive response.  
Highlights from his career include 
performing for the troops in Bah-

rain, at the National Day of Prayer 
breakfast, and at the 2005 Presiden-
tial Inaugural festivities. 

Tonight Show Goal
One goal that he continues to 

chase is performing on the Tonight 
Show. He was close before Conan 
O’Brien was ousted as the host.

Allen takes great joy in his co-
medic career, but true fulfi llment 
comes from his relationship with 
God and inspiring others to follow 
in his footsteps. “My faith has giv-
en me a purpose. Prior to knowing 
Christ I didn’t have a meaning in 
life.”

At The Avenue, Allen will be 
joined by comedian/magician Chris 
Linn. Their appearance is being 
sponsored by the Ginghamsburg 
Baker Boys, and all proceeds go to 
the New Path Food Pantry. Tickets 
are $10 pre-sale ($13 at the door). 
Doors open at 7 p.m., and the show 
starts at 8 p.m. Tickets are available 
at the Ginghamsburg Church book-
store, at the e-store at www.Ging-
hamsburg.org, or call Terry Hawk at 
937-667-5610. 

Christian comedian Jeff Allen

Comic Inspires Via Faith, 
Laughter On April 30 
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